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ARTICLE I 

 
TITLE, PURPOSE, AND AUTHORIZATION 

 
 
Title 
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 This Resolution shall be known as the “Paris Township Zoning Resolution.” 
 
 
 
Purpose 
 
 Whereas, the Trustees of the Township of Paris deem it necessary for the 

promotion of public health, safety, morals, comfort and general welfare of Paris 
Township to regulate therein the use, size, and location of buildings and other 
structures, the size and location of yards and other open spaces in relation to 
buildings, and the use of land; the following resolutions are hereby established to 
accomplish that purpose. 

 
 
 
Authorization 
 
 The authority for establishing the Paris Township Zoning Resolution is derived 

from Sections 519.01 - 519.99, inclusive, of the Ohio Revised Code, as revised. 
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ARTICLE II 
 

DEFINITIONS 
 
For the purposes of this Resolution, certain words and terms used herein are defined as 
follows: Words used in the present tense include the future; the singular number includes 
the plural number, and the plural, the singular; the word “shall” is mandatory and not 
directory.  Any word or term not defined here shall be given a meaning found in Webster’s 
Dictionary. 
 
Accessory Use or Building 
An accessory use or building is a subordinate use or building customarily incident to and 
located on the same lot with the main use or building. 
 
Adult Entertainment 
 
 Adult Arcade 
 As an establishment where, for any form of consideration, one or more motion 

picture projectors, slide projectors, or similar machines for viewing by five (5) or 
fewer persons each are used to show films, motion pictures, video cassettes, 
slides, or other photographic reproductions that are characterized by an emphasis 
upon the depiction of “SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES.”  (See the end of the list 
of adult-use establishments for the resolution’s definition of “specified sexual 
activities.” 

 
 Adult Bookstore 
 An establishment which derives five percent (5%) or more of its daily gross 

income from the sale of, and/or utilizes five percent (5%) or more of its retail 
selling area for the display of books, magazines, other periodicals, films, tapes, 
and cassettes, which have as their major or dominant theme matter depicting, 
describing, or relating to “specified sexual activities.” 

 
 Massage Parlor 
 An establishment where, for any form of consideration, massage, alcohol rub, 

fomentation, electric or magnetic treatment, or similar treatment or manipulation 
on the human body is administered, unless such treatment or manipulation is 
administered by a medical practitioner, chiropractor, acupuncturist, physical 
therapist, or similar professional person licensed by the State.  This definition 
does not include an athletic club, health club, school, gymnasium, reducing salon, 
spa, or similar establishment where massage or similar manipulation of the human 
body is offered as a incidental or accessory service. 

 
 Specified Sexual Activities 
 Human genitals in the state of sexual stimulation or arousal, acts of human 

masturbation, sexual intercourse or sodomy, and fondling or other erotic touching 
of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, or female breasts.  Also to include less 
than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, 
and female breasts below a point immediately above the areola. 
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Agriculture - Amended January 2005 
The use of land for farming; dairying, pasturage, apiculture; horticulture; floriculture; 
aquaculture; viticulture; forestry, animal husbandry; including, but not limited to the care 
and raising of livestock, equine, and fur-bearing animals; poultry husbandry and the 
production of poultry and poultry products; dairy production; the production of field crops, 
tobacco, fruits, vegetables, nursery stock, ornamental shrubs, ornamental trees, flowers, 
sod, or mushrooms, timber; pasturage; any combination of the foregoing; the processing, 
drying, storage and marketing of agricultural products when those activities are conducted 
in conjunction with, but are secondary to, such husbandry or production. 
  
Alley 
Any public or private thoroughfare not a street, sidewalk, or foot path. 
 
Building 
Any structure having a roof supported by columns or by walls, including signs, billboards, 
tents, and lunch wagons, dining cars, or other structures whether stationary or removable, 
used for business or living purposes. 
 
Building Height 
The vertical distance from the established sidewalk grade at the center of the front of the 
building to the highest point of the roof surface if a flat roof; to the desk line for mansard 
roofs, and to the mean height level between eaves and ridge for gables, hip and gambrel 
roofs.  For buildings set back from the street lines, “height of buildings” may be measured 
from the average elevation of the finished grade along the front of the building. 
 
Dump 
Any premises used primarily for disposal by abandonment, discarding, dumping, reduction, 
burial, incineration, or any other means and for whatever purpose of garbage, sewage, 
trash, refuse, waste material of any kind, junk discarded machinery, vehicles or parts 
thereof, offal, or dead animals. 
 
Dwelling Unit 
Any house building or portion thereof which is occupied in whole or part as the home, 
residence or sleeping place of one or more persons either permanently or transiently. 
 
Earth Sheltered Dwelling 
Any dwelling unit which uses earth to cover some portion of walls and/or roof and 
sometimes accessory buildings for energy savings, aesthetics, and environmental 
considerations. 
 
Finished Grade 
The level where the soil meets the outside of a structure. 
 
Flag Lots – Added January 2005 
A lot which does not meet the minimum street frontage requirement, or the minimum lot 
width requirement at the minimum building setback line, in the pole portion of the lot, but 
has access on a public or private road and has the minimal lot area required for the district 
in which it is located in the flag portion of the lot. 
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Floor Area, Living – Amended November 2008 
The sum of the gross horizontal area of the floors of a residential building, excluding the 
basement floor areas not devoted to residential use. Porches, terraces, garages, or other 
spaces not in compliance with building code specifications for habitable space are also 
excluder as living floor area.    
Garage, Private – Revised June 2001 
An accessory or portion of a main building to be used for the storage of vehicles, provided 
each vehicle is owned and operated by the owner of or occupant of the principal building 
on the same lot. 
 
Garage, Public 
Any garage other than a private garage available to the public for storage, where repairs, 
rental, servicing, adjusting, or equipping of motor vehicles is permitted or at which the sale 
of accessories and filling station service is permitted. 
 
Half Story 
A story which is situated under a sloping roof,  the area of which does not exceed one-half 
the floor area of the floor immediately below it. 
 
Home Occupations 
Any commercial use subordinate to residential use that is conducted within a dwelling or 
accessory building, provided that residential use is, and remains, the principal use. 
 
Junk  
Waste, discarded or salvage materials such as:  scrap metals, used building material, used 
lumber, used glass, vehicle parts, paper, rags, rubber, barrels and other similar type 
materials. 
 
Junk Motor Vehicles – Added January 2005 
O.R.C. 505.173(E)(1)(2)(3) 
Junk motor vehicle means a motor vehicle that meets all the following criteria: 

1. Three model years old or older. 
2. Apparently inoperable. 
3. Extensively damaged, including, but not limited to missing wheels, tires, engine, or 

transmission. 
 
Junk Yard 
Any land or building used for abandonment, storage. keeping, collecting, or baling of 
paper, rags, scrap metals, other scrap or discarded materials, or for abandonment, 
demolition, dismantling, storage, or salvaging of automobiles or other vehicles not in 
running condition, machinery or parts thereof. 
 
Lot 
A piece or parcel of land occupied or intended to be occupied by one main building and its 
accessory buildings and including the open spaces required under this Resolution, and 
having its principal frontage on a public street. 
 
Lot, Corner 
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A lot abutting upon two or more streets at their intersection, provided the angle at which 
the streets intersect does not exceed one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees. 
 
Lot, Interior 
An interior lot is a lot other than a corner lot with only one frontage on a street. 
 
Lot Line 
Lines bounding a lot, as herein defined: 
 
Lot Line, Front 
The front lot line is the line separating the lot from the street.  In case recorded ownership 
is to centerline of the public thoroughfare, the lot line for the purposes of this Resolution 
shall be a line parallel to the centerline of thoroughfare and abutting road right-of-way. 
 
Lot Line, Rear 
The lot line opposite and most distant from the front lot line is the rear lot line.  In case of 
pointed or irregular lot it shall be an imaginary line parallel to front lot line not less than ten 
(10) feet long lying farthest from the front lot line wholly within the lot. 
 
Lot  Line, Side 
Any lot line not a front lot line or a rear lot line shall be termed a side lot line. 
 
Lot Width 
The width measured at the front building set-back line. 
 
Manufactured Home 
Manufactured home means a building unit or assembly of closed construction fabricated in 
an off-site facility, that conforms with the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
pursuant to the “Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974,” 
and that has a label or tag permanently affixed to it certifying compliance with all applicable 
federal construction and safety standards and Portage County Health Department 
standards. 
 
Manufactured Housing 
Manufactured housing means a factory-built structure designed for long term residential 
use, the components of which are essentially constructed or assembled prior to its delivery 
to and installation upon a site.  For the purposes of this Resolution, “manufactured 
housing” shall include the following: 
 
Manufactured Home Permanent Foundation 
A permanent foundation is constructed of masonry and/or concrete and meets Portage 
County specifications for a foundation to which a manufactured home may be affixed.  This 
foundation must also be below the frost line. 
 
Medical Hardship 
A medical condition of a family member that places a burden of care or similar hardship on 
the landowner such that the placement of a mobile home, to be occupied by such family 
member or health care provider, will alleviate or substantially minimize such hardship.  A 
licensed physician must confirm the medical condition.  The condition must be of a short-
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term, temporary nature of no more than one year.  The need for the mobile home must be 
directly related to the condition.  The mobile home can only be placed on a lot with an 
existing dwelling. 
 
Mobile Home 
Any non-self propelled vehicle so designed, constructed, reconstructed, or added to by 
means of accessories in such a manner as will permit the use as a dwelling unit when 
connected to utilities, whether resting on wheels, jacks, blocks, or other temporary 
foundation and used or so constructed as to permit its being used as a conveyance upon 
the public streets and highways and exceeding a gross weight of four thousand five 
hundred (4,500) pounds and having an overall length of thirty (30) feet, and not in 
compliance with Federal Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards. 
 
Modular Home 
Factory built housing certified as meeting the local or State Building Code as applicable to 
modular housing.  Once certified by the State, modular homes shall be subject to the same 
standards as site built homes. 
 
Motel 
A motel, tourist court or seasonal dwelling is a building or group of buildings comprising 
individual sleeping or living units for the accommodations of transient guests. 
 
Non-Conforming Use 
A building structure or use of land lawfully used and occupied at the time of the enactment 
of the Resolution which does not conform to the regulation of the district in which it is 
located. 
 
Parking Space 
An area having a width of not less than 10 feet and drives or aisles giving access thereto 
accessible from streets or alleys and to be used for the storage or parking of passenger 
automobiles. 
 
Set-Back Line 
The set-back line is a line back of the street line between which and the street line no 
building or portion thereof except as provided in this Resolution may be erected above the 
established sidewalk grade at the center of the front of the building. 
 
Street 
A public thoroughfare having a right-of-way of not less than sixty (60) feet in width, 
provided that this definition shall include any street dedicated and of record prior to the 
enactment of this Resolution. 
 
Trailer 
Any non self-propelled vehicle towable by a motorized vehicle. 
 
Use 
The principal purpose for which a lot, and/or the main building thereon is designed, 
arranged, or intended and for which it may be used, occupied or maintained. 
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Wild and/or Dangerous Animals – Added January 2005 
Wild and/or dangerous animals Include, but are not limited to:  Any animal, reptile, bird, 
fish, insect or arachnid which either bites, claws, injects venom, strangles, or constricts 
prey in a manner which could cause serious harm to humans, or if released or escaped 
could create a threat to the local ecology. 
Yard 
A yard is an existing or required open space on the same lot with the principal building and 
lying along the adjacent lot line, open, unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground to 
the sky, except as otherwise provided in this Resolution. 
 
Yard, Rear 
An open space extending for the full width of the lot and unoccupied and from ground 
upward except as hereinafter provided. 
 
Yard, Front 
An open space extending for the full width of the lot and of a depth equal to the required 
setback measured horizontally at right angles to the front lot line and unoccupied from 
ground upward as hereinafter provided. 
 
Yard, Side 
An open space extending from the front yard to rear yard and of a width equal to the 
required setbacks measured horizontally at right angles to the side lot line and unoccupied 
from the ground up except as hereinafter provided. 
 
Zoning District 
Area within which certain uses of land and buildings are permitted and certain others are 
prohibited; yards and other open spaces are required; lot areas, building height limits, and 
other requirements are established; all of the foregoing being identical for the zone in 
which they apply. 
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ARTICLE III 
 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
 
301 Purpose 
 The purpose of this chapter is to provide for resolutions which address health, 

safety, and general welfare concerns that are the same for one or more zoning 
districts. 

 
302 Compliance:  Permitted Uses 
 
302.1 No building shall be erected, placed, converted, enlarged, demolished, 

reconstructed, or structurally altered, nor shall any building or land be used, 
arranged to be used, or designed to be used, in a manner which does not comply 
with all of the district provisions established by these resolutions for the districts in 
which the building or land is located.  Uses which are omitted from these 
resolutions, not being specifically permitted, shall be considered prohibited until, 
by amendment, such uses are incorporated into these resolutions. 

 
302.2 Determination of whether or not a use is specifically permitted by virtue of being 

similar in character to a specified permitted use in the district shall be made by the 
Zoning Commission based on the purpose of the district, adopted policies 
regarding development and the Zoning Resolution.  The Board of Zoning Appeals 
shall have authority regarding conditionally permitted uses. 

 
303 Agriculture Land Uses 
 
303.1 Nothing in the following Resolution or any of its provisions shall prevent the use of 

any land for agriculture purposes, or the construction or use of building or 
structures incident to the use of land for agricultural purposes on the land on 
which such building and structures are located. 

 
303.2 No zoning certificates shall be required for any such building or structure. 
 
304 Buildings and/or Construction   
 
304.1 Foundations Amended November 2008 
  
 304.1.1 Residential and Commercial buildings shell have a complete 

foundation in accordance with Portage County Building Department 
Code requirements. 

 
304.1.2 Manufactured Homes shall be installed, inspected and maintained in 

accordance with Ohio Manufactured Homes Commission requirements. 
 

 
 
304.2 Principal Buildings 
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 No more than one principal building or dwelling shall be permitted on any lot 
unless specifically stated in these resolutions, and every principal building or 
dwelling shall be located on a lot having the required frontage on a public street, 
or private street built to Portage County Subdivision Regulations standard. 

 
304.3 Construction 
 The construction of a residence or any other type building must conform to the 

regulations of the Portage County Building Code. 
 
304.4 Septic Tank Installation 
 All sewage disposal systems shall be installed in accordance with the existing 

ordinances or codes of the Portage County Health Department. 
 
304.5 Electrical Requirements 
 All electrical installations shall be in accordance with the existing National 

Electrical Code and all applicable State and County Electric Codes. 
 
304.6 Height of Buildings 
 
 304.6.1 No building shall be erected to a height in excess of two and one-half 

(2 ½) stories, or in excess of thirty-five (35) feet, measured from the 
natural grade at the building line to the highest point of the roof. 

 
 304.6.2 The highest point of a building shall be exclusive of a church spire, 

belfry, clock tower, wireless tower, television aerial, or chimney, when 
erected upon an integral part of such building. 

 
304.7 Private Garages and Accessory Buildings 
 No garage, structural part of the dwelling, or other accessory buildings shall be 

placed nearer to a side or rear property line than ten (10) feet. 
 
304.8 Alteration of Existing Dwellings 
 Nothing herein shall prevent alteration of a single family dwelling existing at the 

time of enactment of this Resolution in a Residential District, for two (2) family 
use, provided:  that after alteration of building, each dwelling unit within said 
building shall have no less than a total floor area of six hundred (600) square feet. 

 
305 Public Nuisances 
 
305.1 Structures 
 
 305.1.1 The existence of tents, cabins, converted motorized vehicles, and 

other structures of like nature used for dwelling purposes, which are 
not up to the minimum standards as provided in this Resolution, shall 
be considered public nuisances, and it shall be the duty of the Paris 
Township Zoning Inspector, under this code, to order the removal at 
the property owner’s expense, and to take whatever action necessary 
to insure complete compliance with such orders. 
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 305.1.2 For the purpose of public health and safety, any structure which has 
been damaged by fire or other disaster must be either repaired or 
demolished and all debris removed within six (6) months from the date 
the damage was incurred. 

 
 
305.2 Discarded Equipment Storage – Amended January 2005 
 The storing of discarded equipment of any type or description including rags, 

glass, paper, or the piling up of rubbish of any and all description, on any lot or 
lots in Paris Township shall be considered a public nuisance and it shall be the 
duty of the Paris Township Zoning Inspector under this Resolution in accordance 
with section 802 ENFORCEMENT to order the removal and discontinuance of all 
such nuisances, and to take whatever action necessary to insure complete 
compliance with such orders. 

 
305.2.1 Junk Motor Vehicle Storage – Added January 2005 
 Any storage of any Junk Motor Vehicle shall be considered a public nuisance and 

shall be the duty of the Paris Township Zoning Inspector under this Resolution in 
accordance with Section 802 ENFORCEMENT to order the removal and 
discontinuance of all such nuisances, and to take whatever action necessary to 
insure complete compliance with such orders.  The Zoning Inspector may deem 
such storage a junk yard, a nuisance, and a violation of this resolution. 

 
305.3 Visibility at Intersection 
 All fences, walls, hedges, informal plantings shall be well maintained, and shall not 

become hazardous to neighboring uses or traffic safety within the right-of-way of 
any street, road or highway intersection within Paris Township. 

 
306 Prohibitions – Amended January 2005 
 The establishment of a junk yard to wreck, dismantle, destroy, or store for private 

and/or commercial purposes, any motor-driven vehicle, wreckage or parts of 
motor-driven vehicles, waste paper, cardboard, iron or junk of any kind 
whatsoever on public streets, roads or any areas within the unincorporated area of 
Paris Township, shall be prohibited. 

 
306.1 The following shall also be prohibited within Paris Township: 
 
 306.1.1 Amusement parks 
 
 306.1.2 Drag strips 
 
 306.1.3 Racetracks 
 
 306.1.4 Zoos and zoological parks 
 
 306.1.5 Slaughterhouses 
 
 306.1.6 Manufacture or storage of explosive, gunpowder, or fireworks, other 

than for personal use within the limit of existing laws. 
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 306.1.7 Dumping, storing, or burning of garbage, refuse, rubbish, offal, or 

dead animals, unless done at a place provided and approved by the 
Paris Township Trustees and only during such hours that shall be 
specified, but in no case shall this section pertain to the normal care of 
individual lawns or gardens or pursuits incidental to agricultural 
purposes. 

 306.1.8 Distilling of bones, fat, glue 
 
 306.1.9 Gelatin manufacturing 
 
 306.1.10 Basement homes 
 
 306.1.11 The conducting of rock or music festivals or performances unless 

approved by Paris Township Trustees and other county officials and 
only during such hours that shall be specified. 

 
 306.1.12 The operation of snowmobiles, motorcycles, trail cycles, all-terrain 

vehicles or similar vehicles is strictly prohibited on Paris Township 
property or private property without written consent from the property 
owner. 

 
 306.1.13 The establishment of a manufactured housing park. 
 
 306.1.14 The establishment of buildings with three (3) or more family dwelling 

units. 
 
 306.1.15 Storage of mobile homes.  Storage of motor homes, campers, and 

trailers not titled by property owner. 
 
 306.1.16 Wild and/or dangerous animals. 
  Added January 2005 
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ARTICLE IV 
 

DISTRICT RESOLUTIONS 
 
 
401 Use Districts 
 
401.1 For the purpose of this Resolution the Township of Paris is divided into the 

following Zoning districts: 
 
 R-1 Residential (one and two-family dwellings) 
 
 C-1 Commercial 
 
 A-1 Agricultural 
 
401.2 The boundaries of these districts and classes of districts are hereby established 

upon the map which is designated the Official zoning Map of Paris Township, 
Portage County, Ohio, and shall be maintained and exhibited in the Office of the 
township Clerk, including all amendments thereto.  A true copy of this map is 
attached thereto. 

 
402 R-1 Residential  Amended November 2008 
 
402.1 Purpose 
 The purpose of this district is to accommodate residential development at 

densities of one and two families per lot which are not served by an efficient 
centralized area-wide sanitary sewage system. 

 
402.2 R-1 Uses   
 Within an R-1 Residential District, no building, structure, or premises shall be 

used, arranged to be used, or designed to be used except for one or more of the 
following uses: 

 
 402.2.1 Permitted Uses Amended November 2008 
 
  a. Single family dwelling units. 
 
  b. Two family dwelling units. 
 
  c. Agricultural and Agriculture in Subdivisions in accordance with the 

requirements of Section 303 Agriculture Land Uses 
 
  d. Accessory buildings incidental to the principal use which do not 

include any activity conducted as business and are not intended 
for occupancy by servants or guests.  An accessory building 
attached to the principal building, on a lot, shall be made 
structurally a part thereof, and shall comply in all respects with the 
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requirements of these resolutions applicable to the principal 
building. 

 
  e. Signs - As regulated by Article V. 
 
  f. Home Occupation -Any commercial use subordinate to residential 

use that is conducted within a dwelling or accessory building, 
provided that residential use is, and remains, the principal use. 

 
  1) The number of employees (other than occupants of the 

dwelling) who work or report to the site shall not exceed three 
(3). 

 
  2) One identification sign, no bigger than two feet by three feet 

(2’ x 3’). 
 
  3) Adequate off-street parking will be provided by the resident. 
 
  4) The outside storage of any materials or equipment shall be 

enclosed by a privacy fence and placed at the rear of the 
dwelling or accessory building. 

 
  5) If applicable, Material Safety Data Sheets (M.S.D.S.) will be 

registered with the Fire Department. 
 
  6) The use shall not create a nuisance to neighboring residential 

uses by reason of noise, odor, dust, vibration, garbage, trash, 
debris, fumes, smoke, traffic, electrical interference, or other 
cause that interferes with the use and enjoyment of such 
neighboring uses. 

 
 402.2.2 Conditionally Permitted Uses 
  The Board of Zoning Appeals may issue conditional zoning certificates 

for uses listed herein, subject to the requirements of Article VII. 
 
  a. Public and private schools 
 
  b. Churches and other building for the purpose of religious worship. 
 
  c. Cemeteries. 
 
  d. Publicly owned and/or operated buildings and facilities other than 

those listed above. 
 
  e. Governmental or privately owned and/or operated recreational use 

areas such as:  parks, playgrounds, golf courses (including 
miniature), riding stables, swim clubs, and rifle ranges, skeet 
shooting ranges, pistol ranges, or other ranges for the recreational 
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use of firearms shall be conditionally permitted in accordance with 
the following additional guidelines: 

 
   1) The recreational uses permitted will be only those specifically 

listed in the Certificate granted by the Board of Zoning 
Appeals. 

 
   2) All structures, roads, and utilities shall be in compliance with 

the Paris Township Zoning Resolution, the Portage County 
Subdivision regulations, and the Board of Health standards. 

 
   3) Floodlights or loud speakers which cause a hazard or 

annoyance shall be prohibited. 
 
  4) Adequate off-street parking space shall be provided. 
 
402.3 R-1 Minimum Building Size Amended November 2008 
 Minimum living floor area per dwelling unit: 
 

402.3.1 The minimum living floor area for a dwelling shall be: 
   
                 1. Single family dwelling 1,200 square feet. 

 
  2. Two family dwelling 1,200 square feet per dwelling unit. 
 
  
 
402.4 R-1     Lot Requirements 
 402.4.1 Minimum lot area for single family dwelling units or single family 

manufactured housing units is two (2) acres exclusive of highway or 
other rights of way. 

 
 402.4.2 Minimum lot area for two-family dwelling units is two and one half (2½ 

acres), which shall be physically usable for dwelling units and septic 
systems, exclusive of highway or other rights of way. 

 
 402.4.3 Minimum lot frontage for single family dwelling units or single family 

manufactured housing dwelling units is one hundred fifty (150) feet. 
 
 402.4.4 Minimum lot frontage for two-family dwelling units is two hundred (200) 

feet. 
 
402.5 R-1   Set-Back Lines 
  
 402.5.1 Front Yards 
  a. Where no building or buildings exist, the distance of the set-back 

from the front street right-of-way shall be not less than fifty (50) 
feet. 
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  b. Where there are existing building or buildings, other than those of 
an accessory use, the distance of the set-back from the front street 
right-of-way may be the mean distance of set-back of nearest 
building or buildings. 

 
  c. If there is not established right-of-way side line for any road or 

street, said side line shall be deemed to be thirty (30) feet from the 
center of the road. 

 
 402.5.2 Side Yards 
  a. On all lots there shall be two side yards with a total width of not 

less than thirty (30) feet.  The width of the narrowest of the two 
side yards shall not be less than ten (10) feet. 

 
  b. Additional side yard requirements for multiple family dwelling shall 

be that for each family additional to one (1) to be accommodated in 
a dwelling, the total width of two (2) side yards shall be increased 
by ten (10) feet. 

 
 402.5.3 Rear Yards 
  a. There shall be a rear yard not less than thirty (30) feet deep. 
 
 402.5.4 Corner Lots 
  a. In case of a corner lot, either street line may be taken as the front 

line and the building set-back shall be a minimum of fifty (50) feet. 
 
  b. The side yard clearance on the side street shall conform to the set-

back line for an inside lot on said road or street, which shall be fifty 
(50) feet. 

 
402.6 R-1    Parking Facilities 
 All dwellings shall provide parking space off the nearest street or road and outside 

of the public right-of-way together with means of ingress and egress thereto, for 
not less than two motor vehicles per dwelling unit.  No less than two hundred 
(200) square feet of area shall be deemed necessary for each such vehicle. 

 
403 C-1     Commercial District 
 
 
 
403.1 Purpose 
 The purpose of this district is to accommodate general community commercial 

services including the sale of retail goods and personal services.  It is intended 
that the design of this district will encourage groupings of establishments located 
in a unified site, providing adequate off-street parking facilities as well as an 
efficient and safe method of handling vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

 
403.2 C-1    Uses 
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 Within a Commercial District, no building, structure or premises shall be used, 
arranged to be used, or designed to be used except for one or more of the 
following uses: 

 
 403.2.1 Permitted Uses 
  a. All buildings, structures, and uses permitted in the R-1 Residential 

District. 
 
  b. Signs - As regulated by Article V. 
 
  c. Retail stores, shops, business and professional offices, motels, 

hotels, theaters, garages, funeral homes, mortuaries, or self 
storage units. 

 
  d. Accessory buildings incidental to the principal use and are not 

intended for occupancy by servants or guests. 
 
  e. An accessory building attached to the principal building, on a lot, 

shall be made structurally a part thereof, and shall comply in all 
respects with the requirements of these resolutions applicable to 
the principal building. 

 
  f. Prior to drilling or operation of any oil and gas wells, a certificate of 

compliance must be executed and filed by the driller with the 
Zoning Inspector based upon the criteria of Article XI. 

 
  g. Towers are permitted in C-1 only.   
 
 403.2.2 Conditionally Permitted Uses 
  The Board of Zoning Appeals may issue conditional zoning certificates 

for uses listed herein subject to the requirements of Article VII. 
 
  a. Gas filling stations and related garage repair shops shall be 

conditionally permitted in accordance with the following guidelines: 
    
   1) Shall maintain clear side yards of not less than thirty (30) feet 

from all adjoining lot lines. 
 
    
 
 
 
   2) No public garage, or private garage accommodating more 

than five (5) cars, or gas filling station, shall have a vehicular 
entrance upon the same side of the street with, and closer to 
an entrance to a public school, church, hospital, public park, 
playground, or fire station, than one hundred (100) feet, 
except that this shall not apply if a street fifty (50) feet wide or 
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wider intervenes between such garage or gas filling station 
entrance and the entrance to such public place. 

 
   3) All gas filling stations shall be so arranged, and all gasoline 

pumps so placed as to permit all servicing on the premises 
and outside the public way;  and no gasoline pump shall be 
placed closer to a side property line than fifty (50) feet. 

 
  b. Planned integrated commercial developments. 
 
  c. Preparation and processing of food and drink to be retailed on 

premises, including bakery, delicatessen, meat market, 
confectionery, restaurant, tavern, and dairy store. 

 
  d. Adult use entertainment establishments, as defined in Article II, 

Section 202, are restricted to the commercial district.  Adult use 
establishment distances are restricted to the following: 

 
   (1) Seven hundred and fifty (750) feet setback from front street 

right-of-way. 
 
  (2) Seven hundred and fifty (750) feet setback from front and rear 

property lines. 
 
  (3) Seven hundred and fifty (750) feet setback from front side 

property lines. 
 
  (4) Seven hundred and fifty (750) feet setback from public utility 

right-of-way. 
 
   (5) Seven hundred and fifty (750) feet setback from public or gas 

transmission lines. 
 
   (6) One thousand (1,000) feet from all gas wells, oil storage 

tanks, separator units and compressor stations. 
 
   (7) One thousand five hundred (1,500) feet from all public 

meeting places, including schools, churches or town halls. 
 
403.3 C-1 Commercial District Lot Requirements 
 403.3.1 The minimum area of a lot for commercial use is two (2) acres exclusive 

of highway or other rights-of-way. 
 
 403.3.2 The minimum frontage of a lot for commercial use shall be two hundred 

(200) feet. 
 
 403.3.3 The depth of a lot for commercial use shall be four hundred (400) feet. 
 
403.4 C-1 Commercial District Set-Back Lines 
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 403.4.1 Where no building or buildings exist, the distance set-back from the 
street side line shall not be less than fifty (50) feet. 

 
 403.4.2 Where there are existing buildings or building, the distance to the front 

street line may be the mean distance of set-back line of the nearest 
building or buildings. 

 
 403.4.3 In no instance shall a building be placed nearer to a front street side line 

than twenty-five (25) feet. 
 
403.5 C-1 Commercial District Rear Distances 
 403.5.1 There shall be a minimum distance for the rear of the building to the 

rear area line of no less than thirty (30) feet. 
 
 403.5.2 Said space shall remain open and unoccupied by any building or 

structure. 
 
403.6 C-1 Commercial District Side Distances 
 403.6.1 There shall be two (2) side distances with a total width of not less than 

thirty (30) feet. 
 
 403.6.2 The width of the narrower of the two (2) side distances shall not be less 

than ten (10) feet. 
 
403.7 C-1     Parking Facilities 
 403.7.1 All non-commercial dwellings shall provide parking space off the nearest 

street or road and outside of the public right-of-way together with means 
of ingress and egress thereto, for not less than two motor vehicles per 
dwelling unit.  No less than two hundred (200) square feet of area shall 
be deemed necessary for each such vehicle. 

 
 403.7.2 One (1) square foot of parking space with adequate access shall be 

provided on the same lot with all commercial structures for each square 
foot of floor space contained in the structure, exclusive of the basement 
or attic floors. 

 
403.8 C-1   Unloading Facilities 
 403.8.1 Every building shall provide adequate space from the nearest street or 

road, separated from any adjoining residential use by at least twenty 
(20) feet, for the purpose of loading and unloading. 

 
 403.8.2 This space shall have minimum dimensions of not less than twelve (12) 

feet in width, fifty (50) feet in length, exclusive of driveways, aisles, and 
other circulation areas, and a height of clearance of not less than fifteen 
(15) feet. 

                 ARTICLE V 
 

SIGN RESOLUTIONS 
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501 Sign Resolutions 
 
501.1 Uses 
 
 501.1.1 Roadside stands, offering for sale agriculture products, may have only 

two signs advertising such products not exceeding twenty (20) square 
feet in area which may be erected beyond the building line on lands 
used for agriculture purposes. 

 
 501.1.2 In all districts there shall be no limitation upon the size, character and 

placement of signs and billboards, except as follows: 
 
  a. No free-standing sign or billboard shall have less than three (3) 

feet of bottom open space along its entire length.  Latticing shall be 
regarded as satisfying this requirement. 

 
  b. In matters of set-back from the street and set-back from adjoining 

lot lines, billboards will be regarded as buildings or structures and 
will conform with applicable sections of this Resolution. 

 
  c. Any illuminated sign or billboard shall be so shaded as not to 

interfere with the vision of persons on the highway or neighbors. 
 
  d. All signs erected within one hundred (100) feet of any intersection 

must be erected so as not to obstruct the view or cause a traffic 
hazard. 

 
  e. Any sign illuminated with electric lights, (including neon or other 

gaseous type tubes or bulbs) erected within one hundred (100) 
feet of an intersection where an illuminated device has been 
provided for the control of traffic may not duplicate in the electric 
lighting of such sign any colors appearing in the traffic control 
signal. 

 
  f. Political and non-permanent signs put up in Paris Township must 

be removed within seven (7) days after the election.  Failure to do 
so will result in removal by Paris Township and a fee charged to 
the politician.  Revised June 2001 
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ARTICLE VI 
 

NON-CONFORMING USES 
 
 
 

601 Non-Conforming Uses 
 
601.1 Continuance 
 
 601.1.1 A non-conforming use existing at the time this Resolution takes effect 

may be continued, except that if it is voluntarily discontinued for two (2) 
years or more, it shall then be deemed abandoned and any further use 
must be in conformity with the uses permitted in such district. 

 
 601.1.2 Any building arranged, intended, or designed for non-conforming use, 

the construction of which has been started at the time of the passage of 
this Resolution, but not completed, may be completed and put to such 
non-conforming use, providing it is done within one (1) year after this 
Resolution takes effect. 

 
 601.1.3 Any building or structure, existing as a non-conforming use at the time 

this Resolution takes effect, which is destroyed by fire or by the 
elements, may be reconstructed and restored providing the same is 
done within two (2) years from the date of said destruction. 

 
 601.1.4 A building or structure devoted to a non-conforming use at the time this 

Resolution takes effect may not be altered or enlarged so as to extend 
said non-conforming use more than twenty-five (25) percent in area. 

 
 601.1.5 When a non-conforming use has been changed to a more restricted use 

or to a conforming use, such use shall not thereafter be changed to less 
restricted or non-conforming use. 

 
 601.1.6 In areas platted prior to this Resolution or on individual lots, only single 

family dwellings or single family manufactured housing units shall be 
permitted to be erected and only on lots having a frontage equal to or 
greater than the longest dimension of the dwelling unit parallel to the 
road plus thirty (30) feet. 
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ARTICLE VII 
 

CONDITIONAL ZONING CERTIFICATES 
 
 
701 General Provisions 
 
701.1 Such special permits, however, may be authorized by the Board of Zoning 

Appeals only upon satisfactory evidence in each instance as to general character, 
height and use of structure, the provisions of surrounding open space and 
treatment of the grounds and as to street capacity and use, as, in the opinion of 
the Board, may be necessary to safeguard public health, comfort and 
convenience, and as may be required for the preservation of the general character 
of the neighborhood in which such building is to be placed or such use is to be 
conducted. 

 
701.2 The discretion of providing special exceptions as cited above should be the 

prerogative of the Board of Zoning Appeals, rather than the Zoning Commission 
itself. 

 
701.3 Nothing in this Resolution shall prevent the use of any buildings, structures or land 

for any railroad or public utility, whether publicly or privately owned, provided such 
use is for the operation of its business. 

 
701.4 A Conditional Zoning Certificate shall be a permit for the use and location 

specified only.  Any change in use and/or location is a violation of the conditions 
under which the Conditional Zoning Certificate was granted and shall be 
considered a violation of the Paris Township Zoning Resolution and may be 
grounds for the Conditional Zoning Certificate to be revoked. 

 
701.5 Conditional Provisions for Natural Disasters or Fires: 
 A conditional use permit may be issued for a natural disaster or fire.  A mobile 

home not less than 14 feet by 70 feet and no more than five (5) years old from the 
calendar year in which the conditional permit is requested may be temporarily 
placed on the land owner’s property.  This temporary housing will be allowed for 
not more than one year. 

 
701.6 Emergency Medical Hardship Permit 
 A conditional Medical Hardship Certificate may be issued to allow the convenient 

provision for assisted health care needs of a person with a demonstrated health 
hardship by allowing the temporary placement of a mobile home or manufactured 
home, not less than 14 feet by 70 feet, on a lot with an existing single-family 
residence.  This temporary housing will be allowed for not more than one year.  
After the one year has expired the temporary resident of the mobile home has 60 
days to vacate and have the mobile home removed from the property at the 
owner’s expense.  The resident has the option of appearing before the Board of 
Zoning Appeals to extend this provision if needed.  Any request for an extension 
must also meet the criteria for the basis of approval by the Board of Zoning 
Appeals. 
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 701.6.1 Basis for approval: 
  A temporary Medical Hardship Certificate may be granted by the Zoning 

Inspector to allow placement and occupancy of a mobile home or 
manufactured home on a lot with a single-family residence based on the 
following conditions: 

 
  a. The person with a medical hardship must either be one of the 

property owners or a relative of one of the property owners. 
 
   (1) If the person with the medical hardship is one of the property 

owners, then the primary health care provider may reside 
temporarily in the mobile home or manufactured home and is 
not required to be a relative. 

 
   (2) If the person with the medical hardship is a relative of one of 

the property owners, then the primary care provider must be a 
relative. 

 
   (3) For the purposes of this section, a relative is defined as a 

spouse, grandparent, parent, child, brother, or sister, either by 
blood or legal relationship. 

 
  b. The applicant(s) shall be required to submit: 
 
   (1) A statement signed by a representative of the Portage County 

Health Department verifying the need for continuous care and 
assistance based upon the findings of the Portage County 
Health Department’s Hearing for a variance from the home 
sewage disposal rules (substantiated by the facts that the 
person with the medical hardship is unable to adequately 
provide daily self-care needs based upon a diagnosis from a 
licensed physician); 

 
   (2) A copy of the affidavit on file with the Portage County Health 

Department, signed by the applicant(s) indicating that the 
mobile home or manufactured home will be removed within 
60 days of the medical hardship condition no longer existing 
or within 60 days of the Temporary Medical Hardship 
Certification’s expiration date. 

 
  c. The applicant(s) must submit a Site Plan containing the following 

to ensure that the sitting of the mobile home or manufactured 
home shall meet all applicable setback requirements for the zoning 
district without a variance: 

 
   (1) The size and boundaries of the lot; 
 
   (2) The location of all existing buildings on the lot; 
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   (3) The location of existing sewage disposal system, including 
leach fields; 

 
   (4) The location of the existing public or private water system, 

including wellheads; 
 
   (5) The proposed location of the mobile home or manufactured 

home on the lot (the mobile home should be placed to the 
rear of the primary residential dwelling whenever possible); 

 
   (6) the location of any wheelchair ramps to accommodate the 

health care needs of the proposed occupant (no other 
accessory structures are permitted). 

 
  d. The applicant(s) must submit documentation indicating approval of 

the water supply and sewage disposal systems for the mobile 
home or manufactured home by the appropriate governmental 
agency. 

 
  e. The mobile home or manufactured home must remain in its 

transportable state.  The mobile home or manufactured home 
cannot be placed on a permanent foundation.  However, the tires 
and wheels may be removed. 
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ARTICLE VIII 
 

ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF RESOLUTIONS 
 
 
 
801 Administration 
 
801.1 Interpretation 
 
 801.1.1 In interpretation and application, the provisions of this Resolution shall 

be held to the minimum requirements adopted for the promotion of 
public health, safety, morals, comfort and general welfare. 

 
 801.1.2 Nothing herein shall repeal, abrogate, annul, or in any way impair or 

interfere with any provision of law or any rules or resolutions, other 
than Zoning Resolutions adopted or issued pursuant to law relating to 
the construction and use of buildings or premises. 

 
 801.1.3 Where this Resolution imposes a greater restriction upon the use of 

buildings or premises or upon the height of buildings or requires larger 
yards than are imposed or required by other provisions of law, rules, 
regulations, covenants or agreements, the provisions of this 
Resolution shall control.  Nothing herein shall interfere with, abrogate, 
or annul any easements, covenants, deed restrictions greater than 
those imposed by this Resolution. 

 
802 Enforcement 
 
802.1 Zoning Inspector 
 For the purpose of issuing such Certificates and enforcing the terms and 

provisions of this Zoning Resolution as amended and supplemented, there is 
hereby established and created the position of “Township Zoning Inspector,” 
whose salary or compensation shall be, from time to time, hereinafter fixed and 
determined by resolutions of the Board of Township Trustees; it shall be the duty 
of the Township Zoning Inspector to issue the Zoning Certificates herein provided 
and to enforce the provisions of this Zoning Resolution as amended and 
supplemented. 

 
802.2 Zoning Certificates 
 For the purpose of enforcing this Zoning Resolution as amended and 

supplemented, there is hereby established a system of Zoning Certificates, and no 
person shall locate, erect, construct, reconstruct, enlarge or structurally alter any 
building or structure within the Township of Paris without obtaining a Zoning 
Certificate as hereinafter provided.   
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 No Zoning Certificate or Certificates shall be issued by the Township Zoning 
Inspector except on written application, on forms provided by the Zoning 
Inspector, signed by the owner or lessee, or contractor, or attorney for such 
owner, lessee; nor shall any such Zoning Certificate be issued for the 
construction, erection, reconstruction, enlargement or alteration of any building or 
structure unless the plans for the proposed construction, reconstruction, erection, 
enlargement or alteration of such building or structure comply with this Zoning 
Resolution as amended and supplemented.  No such Zoning Certificate or 
Certificates shall be issued unless and until the applicant pays to the Township 
Zoning Inspector the fee for the issuance of such Zoning Certificate. 

 
802.3 Zoning Fee Schedule 
 Paris Township Trustees determine zoning fees by resolution; a complete Zoning 

Fee Schedule is available from the Paris Township Zoning Inspector. 
 
802.4 Penalty for Violation 
 Whosoever shall violate any of the provisions of this Resolution shall be fined no 

less than twenty-five dollars ($25) and no more than one hundred dollars ($100).  
Each day of continued violation of any provision of this Resolution shall be a 
separate and distinct violation of the same. 
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ARTICLE IX 
 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
 
 
 
901 Board of Zoning Appeals 
 
901.1 Rules, Organization and Meetings 
 The Township Board of Zoning Appeals shall organize and adopt rules in 

accordance with the Zoning Resolution.  Meetings of the Board of Zoning Appeals 
shall be held at the call of the chairperson, or in his/her absence the acting 
chairperson, may administer oaths, and the Board of Zoning Appeals may compel 
the attendance of witnesses.  All meetings of the Board of Zoning Appeals shall 
be open to the public.  The Board of Zoning Appeals shall keep minutes of its 
proceedings showing the vote indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its 
examinations and other official actions, all of which shall be immediately filed in 
the office of the Board of Township Trustees and be a public record.  Appeals to 
the Board of Zoning Appeals may be taken by any person aggrieved or by an 
officer of the township affected by any decision of the administrative officer.  Such 
appeal shall be taken within twenty (20) days after the decision by filing with the 
officer from whom the appeal is taken and with the Board of Zoning Appeals all 
the papers constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was 
taken.  The Board of Zoning Appeals shall fix a reasonable time for the public 
hearing of the appeal, give at least ten (10) days’ notice in writing to the parties in 
interest, give notice of such public hearing by one publication in one or more 
newspapers of general circulation in the county at least ten (10) days before the 
date of such hearing and decide the appeal within a reasonable time.  At the 
hearing, any person may appear in person or by attorney. 

 
 
901.2 Powers 
 The Township Board of Zoning Appeals shall have the following powers: 
 
 901.2.1 To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is an error in any 

order, requirement, decision, or determination made by an 
administrative official in the enforcement of the zoning laws of this 
Resolution or any amendment thereto. 

 
 901.2.2 To authorize, upon appeal, in specific cases, such variance from the 

terms of the zoning Resolution as will not be contrary to the public 
interest, where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of 
the Resolution will result in unnecessary hardship, and so that the 
spirit of the Resolution shall be observed and substantial justice done.  
However, no such variance shall be authorized by the Board of Zoning 
Appeals unless the Board finds that all the following facts and 
conditions exist: 
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  a. That in the case in question there are extraordinary 
circumstances applying to the property which do not apply 
generally to other properties; 

 
  b. That such variance is necessary for the preservation of property 

rights equal to those of other similar properties in the same 
zoning district; 

 
  c. That the authorization of such variance will not be detrimental to 

adjacent properties and will be in the spirit of this Resolution and 
in the public interest; 

 
  d. That the condition or situation in question is not so general or 

recurrent as to make reasonably practicable the formulation of a 
general resolution for proper control. 

 
 901.2.3 To revoke a Conditional Zoning Certificate whenever terms of a 

Conditional Zoning Certificate are not fully complied with. 
 
 901.2.4 To issue, review, or revoke Conditional Zoning Certificates for 

residential, commercial, and/or industrial uses. 
 
 901.2.5 The Board of Zoning Appeals may also request detailed site and 

building plans along with any pertinent documentation necessary to 
insure that the intent and objectives of the Resolution will be 
observed. 

 
 901.2.6 No Certificate will be issued unless all the following conditions are 

met: 
 
  a. Will be harmonious with and in accordance with the general 

objectives or with any specific objectives of the community’s land 
use and the thoroughfare plan of current adoption. 

 
  b. Will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as to 

be harmonious and appropriate in appearance with the existing 
or intended character of the general vicinity and that such a use 
will not change the essential character of the same area. 

 
  c. Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or future 

neighboring uses. 
 
  d. Will not be detrimental to property in the immediate vicinity or to 

the Township as a whole. 
 
  e. Will be served adequately by essential public facilities and 

services such as highways, streets, police and fire protection, 
drainage structures, refuse disposal, and schools; or that the 
persons or agencies responsible for the establishment of the 
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proposed use shall be able to provide adequately any such 
service. 

 
  f. All structures, roads, and utilities shall be in compliance with the 

county subdivision regulations, the county Board of Health 
standards, and the county building code. 

 
  g. Will have vehicular approaches to the property which shall be so 

designed as not to create an interference with traffic on 
surrounding public streets or roads. 

 
 901.2.7 If an existing enterprise that already has a Conditional Zoning 

Certificate has violated any of the above conditions, the Zoning 
Inspector will notify the operators of the enterprise that it must correct 
the problem within thirty (30) days.  The Zoning Inspector will also 
notify the Board of Zoning Appeals of the notice and its correction 
date.  If the condition is not corrected within the time period, the Board 
of Zoning Appeals will hold a public meeting to review the problem.  
After the review, the Board of Zoning Appeals will decide on one of the 
following: 

 
  a. Grant the easing of the condition. 
 
  b. Extend the time period. 
 
  c. Revoke the Conditional Zoning Certificate. 
 
901.3  Compensation and Expenses 
 There is hereby created a Township Board of Zoning Appeals of five (5) members 

who shall be residents of the unincorporated territory of the Township.  The terms of 
each members shall be five (5) years beginning January first, except that the terms 
of the original members shall be of such length, and so arranged that the term of 
one member will expire each year.  Each member shall serve until his successor is 
appointed and qualified.  Members shall be removable for the same causes and in 
the same manner as provided by Section 519.04 of the Ohio Revised Code.  
Vacancies shall be filled by the Board of Township Trustees and shall be for the 
unexpired term.  The members of the Board of Zoning Appeals may be allowed their 
expenses, or such compensation, or both, as the Board of Township Trustees may, 
within the limits of the monies appropriated by the Board of Township Trustees for 
the purpose, employ such executives, professional, technical and other assistants 
as it deems necessary. 
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ARTICLE X 
 

VALIDITY 
 
 
 
1001 Validity 
 It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Board of Trustees of Paris 

Township, Portage County, Ohio, that if sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, 
and words of this Resolution are, or sentence or sentences, paragraph or 
paragraphs, section or sections of the Resolution shall be, declared 
unconstitutional or invalid by the final judgment or decree of any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of 
the remaining words, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this 
Resolution as the same would have been enacted by the Board of Township 
Trustees without the incorporation in this Resolution of any such unconstitutional 
or invalid word or words, clause or clauses, sentence or sentences, paragraph or 
paragraphs, section or sections. 
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